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Vital statistics of Bdhia for November, 1900 — Continued. 



Births, alive — Continued. 

Legitimate, 31 

Illegitimate 34 

Births, stillborn 27 

Marriages 40 

Deaths — 

Male 160 

Female 153 

Nationality — 

African 14 

Brazilian 295 

French 1 

Portuguese 2 

Paraguayan 1 

Causes of death — 

Beriberi .6 

Diphtheria 2 

Enteric fever 5 

Hydrophobia 

Leprosy 1 

Scorbutus 

Measles 4 

Smallpox 

Typhus fever 



Causes of deaths — Continued. 

Yellow fever 

Asthma 3 

Bright's disease 4 

Bronchitis 13 

Carcinoma 5 

Cerebral hemorrhage and congestion 14 

Croup 1 

Diabetes 1 

Diarrhea and dysentery 32 

Diseases of circulatory system 26 

Elephantiasis 

Influenza 1 

Malarial fevers 18 

Meningitis 4 

Nephritis 6 

Pneumonia 8 

Syphilis 2 

Tetanus 1 

Tetanus neonatorum 9 

Tuberculosis, pulmonary 49 

Tuberculosis, other 3 

Other causes 97 



CHINA. 



ReporU from Mongkong- 



- Cholera on the steamship Cheung Chew from 
Singapore. 



Hongkong, China, March 5, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of inspection 
work at this station for the week ended March 2, 1901 : 

The number of steerage passengers has greatly fallen off during the 
past two weeks because of the Chinese holiday season. 

The work at the disinfecting stations during the week consisted in 
bathing 293 individuals and disinfecting 280 pieces of baggage. 

Steamers of the^an Francisco lines occasionally call at Macao to take 
on cargo for the United States. As there is no consul or medical officer 
at that port, it was thought necessary to accompany one of these steamers 
for the purpose of observing the character of cargo and the communica- 
tion with the city. Dr. Hough's arrival made it possible for me to 
accompany the steamship Hongkong Maru which left this port at day- 
light March 4. After a two-hour run the steamer came to an anchorage 
8 miles off shore, where a junk, containing a cargo of opium, was await- 
ing the steamer. Opium is the only kind of cargo taken from Macao 
and is loaded at that port because of certain restrictions in this colony. 

The cargo is small, is handled by the ship's crew, and, in my opin- 
ion, there is no danger of introducing contagion aboard the steamer in 
this way. No passengers are allowed to board the steamer at this port, 
two passengers aboard having told me that they were refused that privi- 
lege at the company's office in Hongkong. 

Macao is well located and quite clean for a city with so large a Chi- 
nese population. The streets are narrow, but well paved and clean. 
The water supply is largely derived from town wells and would appear 
to be a source of typhoid and gastrointestinal diseases. 

The sanitary reports of Hongkong for the past week show 7 cases of 
plague and 6 deaths, 9 cases of smallpox and 7 deaths, and 3 cases of 
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cholera and 6 deaths. The cholera cases occurred in the harbor aboard 
the steamship Cheung Chew, which recently arrived from Singapore in 
a very unhygienic condition. The cases reported last week were on the 
same steamer. There has been no epidemic of influenza here during 
the winter, and but few, if any, cases. 

Respectfully, John W. Kerr, 

Assistant Surgeon, V. 8. M. H. S. 
The Surgeon-General, 

U. 8. Marine- Hospital Service. 

Plague, smallpox, and malarial fever — Mortality statistics for January, 1901. 

Hongkong, China, March 11, 1901. 

Sir : I have the honor to transmit herewith the report of inspection 
work at this station for the week ended March 9, 1901 : 

Eight steamers were inspected during the week, 586 baths were 
given, and 653 pieces of baggage were disinfected at the disinfection 
stations. 

As stated in last week's report, a visit was made to Macao on the 
steamship Hongkong Maru to observe the character of cargo taken on at 
that port, and the amount of communication with shore. Inquiry 
regarding the health of the port and the accuracy of statistics was 
made. Death statistics are no doubt fairly accurate, but in the case of 
plague the number of cases reported no doubt falls very far short of the 
actual number occurring. This results from the fact that sick Chinese 
go across the bay to the Chinese town of Wanchai where there are hos- 
pital facilities, and that they may die in native territory. 

Nothing like statistics are kept in any part of China, and one can get 
very little information of the true conditions prevailing. I was informed, 
however, that smallpox is epidemic in Canton, and large numbers of 
cases are probably occurring. No information could be obtained 
regarding the plague situation in that city. 

The number of cases of plague is gradually increasing at this port, 
so much so that two districts were declared infected by the local govern- 
ment, that house-to-house inspection and other sanitary measures might 
be enforced. Thus far practically all the cases have been reported after 
death, and I was informed that such would be the case until house to- 
house inspections were made. 

The number of cases of smallpox has increased, and, judging from 
the reports, the mortality is high. 

Malarial fever always prevails, but is more severe during the autumn. 
The etiology and prophylaxis of this disease occupied two sessions of 
the Hongkong branch of the British medical society during the winter. 
Specimens of the parasites were shown ; also the varieties of mosquitoes 
prevalent in the colony, together with their larvae. Two varieties oi" 
anopheles are abundant and two other varieties of the same species are 
probably new, a preliminary report having been made to that effect. 
Dr. Stedman outlined four means of prophylaxis adaptable in this island, 
viz, the destruction of breeding places which has been carried on during 
the past year and consisting in repairing drains and filling holes, the use 
of kerosene, the use of nets to prevent the bites of mosquitoes, and the 
use of quinine. The latter method was used among the local police 
stationed in the new territory. Their stations were known to be in 
malarial districts, yet these men enjoyed marked immunity. The qui- 
nine was given in the manner recommended by Koch. 



